
Clifton, Virginia 

3 January 1952 

The regular meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Va. was convened 
by the mayor at the home of Mrs. Nannie Johnson at 8 p.m., w1 th 
the following members present: 

w. s. Elgin, mayor 
Elmer Ayre, councilman 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treas. 
R. R. Buckley, councilman 

Edward Detwiler, st. comm•r. 
Ruel Fugitt, councilman 
Mrs. c. P. Sweeny, clerk 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

There was some discussion of the matter of the proposed Clifton 
School, and after report of the clerk on action by the Parent-Teacher 
Association Committee on sites, it was decided that Mr. Buckley · 
would attend a supper meeting of the PTA the following Wednesday, 
and that all interested citizens would be urged to attend for purpose 
of discussing the available site~ and asking questions or offering 
suggestions. 

The following bills were presented and approved for payment: 
Town lighting, December 51 $30.00 
Town sergeant, December 51 15.00 

It was moved and seconded that Foster Cabaniss be authorized to 
handle hauling of trash. Carried. It was moved and seconded that 
trash collection be made every two months. Carried. The last 
Saturday of the month was suggested for this. work when practicable; 
notices will be sent out each time hereafter on the previous Wednesday. 
The first such collection will be 12 January, weather permitting. 
Mr. Cabaniss is authorized to arrange for better dumping facilities 
if he can do so. 

The matter of a zoning board action again came before the meeting. 
It was decided that no immediate action would be taken county-wise, 
and that the mayor would appoint a zoning board of three members 
to suggest appropriate plans. 

The mayor appointed Elmer Ayre to consult the commonwealth attorney 
on arrangements necessary for securing the services of the county 
dog-catcher inside the corporation limits. 

The treaurer reportea as follows: 
Balance on hand first of December $2055.86 

Disbursements to date $65.75 
Taxes collected to date 448.97 

Balance on hand this date $2439.08 

There being no further business to come before the Council, it stood 
adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

APPRO 

Respec~f~ly submit~ed, 

~til~ 
Mrs. c. P. Swe~, Clerk 

Mavo~ 



Clifton, Virginia 
5 February 1952 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Va. was 
convened by the mayor at the home of Mrs. Delsie Buckley at 8 p.m., 
with the following members present: 

W. Swem Elg!n,,mayor 
Elmer Ayre, councilman 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer 

R. R. Buckley, councilman 
Ruel Fugitt, councilman 
Mrs. Virginia Sweeny, clerk 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The following bills were presented 
Town lighting, January 
Town sergeant, January 
January trash removal: 

Foster Cabaniss 
Woodrow Lewis 

and duly approved for payment: 
$30.00 

15.00 

18.00 
6.00 

The treasurer requested that those making trash collections be 
informed that in the future payment would be made following the 
next Town Council meeting, rather than on the day of collection. 

The mayor announced that the following citizens had been appointed 
to serve on the Clifton Zoning Connnission: Carl Ambler, 1). W. ~llLelt.L..,, J",... 
iamneeft, and John Gunther. Mr. Liddell has been asked to give thmse 
names to the GommeBWealth Attopney. ~,..:ocUf- r~~. 

, ef 

In regard to inquiry relative to dog ordnances, Mr. Ayre reported 
that the necessary action by the Town Council was to adopt an ordnance 
similar to that of Fairfax County, and thereafter request the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors to extend the county pound services to 
the Town of Clifton. 

Request was made that light bulbs be installed in the poles near 
the property of Mr. Harry Selby and Mrs. Sweeny • 

• 

Mr. Buckley raper ted that the Clifton Parent-Teacher Association had 
sponsored an open meeting for the school district residents at the 
Clifton Fire House, at which the vote was 41 to 8 in favor of retain­
ing the present site for the new Clifton School, and that the School 
Board at today 1 s meeting had designated the architect to draw up the 
plans. The latter will take about two months; when these preliminary 
plans are ready they will be discussed with residents before being 
sent to Richmond for preliminary OK. The architect's fee for the 
whole project is to be 5 percent of the amount for which the contract 
is let. 

Mr. Ayre reported that since 1 January 1952 there is no official 
county surveyor, and that since the corporation survey had not yet 
been started (other than the paperwork done by Mr. Liddell) he wished 
to mention that Mr. 0. K. Patermaster, Route 1, Lorton, had been 
recommended to him as a very competent man. It was moved and seconded 
that Mr. Berry be asked to complete the survey at once, and that 11: 
he could not do so another surveyor be gotten at a cost not to excee~~ 
$200. Carried. -

~.w~ggftt~ed to hold the next regular meeting at the home of 



' 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. C. 

APPROVED: 

~ 



··.· j 

Clifton, Virginia 
4 March 1952 

The regular meeting of the Town Council of Clifton Va. was convened 
by the mayor at the Clifton Volunteer Fire Department Rudi'Dbr~um at 
8:15 p.m. with the following members present: 
',·. W. Swem Elgin, mayor "". Edward Detwiler, councilman 

Delsie Buckley, treasurer Ruel FugLtt, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Virginia Sweeny, clerk 

This was an open meeting to which all residents were invited as usual. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 
Town lighting, February $30.00 
Town sergeant, February 15.00 

In regard to the corporation survey, the mayor reported that Mr. Berry 
has been checking the Clifton charter but has not ·finished this. It 

.~ was recommended that we have Mr. Wright, who has been rlemng the new 
~~Fairfax t~lm&b~ survey to complete the Clifton work, and that ·he 

be contacted before a final decision·is made; Mr. Liddell was asked 
to see both Mr. Berry and Mr. Wright on this matter. 

The clerk read replies from Supervisor of Assessments John Ferguson 
and·County'Attorney H. B. Marsh on the subject of reassessment of 
property in the Clifton area, stating that this could not be under­
taken at this time since there was no official charged with such 
responsibility under the new form of county government. 

The mayor recognized Mr. Harry Selby as spokesman for the general 
public present, who stated that the t-own residents had held an open 
meeting in regard to protection of the Southern 'Railroad cnossing on 
Main Street. Mr. Selby asked Mr. Liddell to report further on the 
matter. Mr. Liddell stated that he had checked the position of the 
Town Council in such a matter and read from the present statute with 
reference to the powers of a Town Council of an incorporated town, 
Section 56.4.10 of the Virginia Code of 1950, ent;itled "Erection of 
ga~es, etc., in cities and towns't (copy attached hereto). 

Th mayor asked for expressions ~f opinion on the pvesent situation 
an the best methods for remedying it. Mr. Calvin ·Millen was recog­
ni ed, and stated that the present protection is inadequate, the 
lights being outmoded and not easily seen; that the lights have been 
seen to fail and that when this was reported no remedial action was 
taken; that the lights sometimes come on after the engine has passed 
the cll!ossing. Mr. Millan felt that we should have modern, adequate 
and proper protection of the crossing, including fiashing lights and 
bells. He cited an incident of the preceding Friday at 2 ~.m. when 
only the shouts of Mr. Ladue, Mr. Clyde Mathers and 
warned a driver turning into 645 from 641 in time to stop a few 
feet from the oncoming train, in spite of the train whistle. 



Mr. ·Liddell suggested that the Council authorize an ordnance, to 
be drawn up by him in collaboration with Mr. R. R. Buckley, 
effective in requiring the railroad to install the necessary gate, 
flagman, or bell at the crossing. 

It was.,noted that the Manassas crossing has both bell and flashing 
lights. 
t~ 

Mr. Detwiler suggested the installation of three lights·, one green 
and two flashing red. 

Mr. Woodside noted that the Manassas lights can be seen from either 
side of the tracks. 

Mr. Burke noted that the whistle posts once governing the crossing 
had been removed some time ago, which probably accounted for the 
fact that all trains did not whistle uniformly. 

Mr. Webb commented that whistling is not effective from a distance 
su,ch as from No. 5 Bridge. 

Mr •. Sullivan asked whether the railroad could guard Railroa<;l Street 
from the Presbyterian Church. He suggested a STOP sign be placed 
at the foot of this street. 

Mr. Bailey suggested that the propos~~~nce require flashing 
lights, gates and a watchman. Mrs. rentiss seconded this, 
wit~~al emphasis on the protection of school children. 

Mr. Detwiler pointed out that gates can be a hazard, particularly 
since in storms the circuits controling gates, bells and lights 
may go off, leaving the crossing unprotected at a time when some 
p~ople lean on these devices. 

Mrs. Delsie Buckley suggested that a request be made that trains 
blow for the crossing and the whistle posts be replaced; this was 
restated in the form of a motion, but was later __ w;thdrawn in 
favor of the following motion spggested by Mr.~twiler: Moved 
and seconded that the Town Council authorize its Legal ~dviser 
to draw up an onHnance covering lights, gates, watchman, bells to 
be used for crossing protection in the corporate limits; and that 
this propbsed ordnance be advertiied in the prescribed way • 

. Motion carried. 

Supervisor Stuart DeBell asked whether anything had been done in 
the way of requesting a watchman for school children crossing the 
tracks from now until further protective devices were achieved. 
In a similar case Officer Shumate has promised to provide uniform 
and appointment as special policeman for any such watchman secured 
by the town-
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LAW OFFICE OF 

GEORGE T. LIDDELL 
722 WASHINGTON LOAN AND TRUST BLOCI. 

900 F STREET, N, W, 

WASHINGTON 4, 0, C. 

DISTRICT 2Bt2 

Section 56-410, Virginia Code 1950: 

Erection of_m~.J....etc., in cities and towns.- Whenever, 

in the opinion of the council of any city or incorporated town, 

the public interest requires that a gate be erected and main­

tained, or a flagman stationed and kept at the place where any 

highway or street is crossed, within the corporate limits of 

such town or city, by any railroad, it shall give the railroad 

written notice that the same is required, and the railroad 

company shall, within the time prescribed in such notice, erect 

and maintain at such crossing the style of gate directed in 

such notice, and keep a man in charge of the same during such 

hours as the council may designate, or keep a flagman at such 

crossing during such hours as it may require. And the council 

may authorize the discontinuance of such gate or flagman whenever, 

in its judgment, the public interest no longer requires the same. 



Clifton, Virginia 
1 April 1952 

The.regulaa:o monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Va., 
WitS·. conveiJed by the Mayor at the Clifton Fire Department Audi­
tol!iumat 8:15 plm., with the following members present: 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor R. R. Buckley, councilman 
Elmer Ayre, councilman Ruel Fugett, councilman and 
Delsie Buckl~y, treas.~er acting clerk 
rtR~-~ -p,::/4),/<~ / ee-qp-~2'__,;,._,. 

The acting clerk read the minutes of the meeting of 4 March, 
which were approved. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 
Town lighting, March $30.00 
Town sergeant, March 15.00 
Town Treasurer, Jan-Mar 15.00 
Town clerk, Jan-Mar 7.50 
Foster Cabaniss, hauling t 0 !jt) 

trash o· 
Woodrow Lewis, helper 7.50 

Mr. Buckley presented and read the draft of the proposed ordnance 
requiring installation of safeguards at railroad crossings in 
the corporation (copy attached). It was moved and seconded that 
this draft with the changes noted be advertized in the Fairfax 
Herald with appropriate foreword to be supplied by the town's 
legal adviser. Carried. 

It was moved and seconded that the attached resolution regarding 
blowing of train whistles be adopted and copy forwarded to the 
Southern Railroad. Carried. 

The Mayor was requested to assemble all town ordinances now in 
force and turn them over to the legal adviser for codifying. 

Mr. Calvin Millen was recognized, and addressed the Town Council 
in favor of installation of a 30,000 gallon reservoir tank to 
be placed on the Hickey property in back of c. R. Buckley 
property to furnish water for fire fighting. The mayor was 
asked to contact the attorney for the Hickey Estate for permission 

. to so locate the reservoir. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it 
stood adjourned at· 9:30 p~m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~:L~~ 
Ruel Fugett, Acfi~vClerk 



The 
was 

regular monthly meeting of 
convened by"the mayor with 
w. Swem Elgin, mayor 
Elmer Ayre, councilman 
Delsie Buckley, treasurer 

Virginia E. 

Clifton, Virginia 
Clifton Firehouse 
6 May 1952, 8 p.m. EDT 

the Town Council of Clifton, Va., 
the following members present: 

R. R. Buckley, councilman 
~. E. Detwiler, st. comm•r. 
Ruel 'Fcigett, councilman 
Sweeny, clerk 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Clerk read the pending ordinance regarding safety measures at 
railroad crossings in ~he "Corporation as amended at previous 
meeting, and the introductory material to be published therewith. 
Due to the changes incorporated in the wording, it was moved 
~nd seconded that the railroad crossing ordinance be approved as 
changed. Carried. Resolution regarding blowing of train whistles 
was read with necessary alterations; it was moved and seconded 
that this resolution be approved as read. Carried. 

The mayor presented a resignation handed him by the Town Sergeant. 
It was moved and seconded that this resignation be accepted. Carried. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 
Town lighting, April $30.00 
Prince William Electric 

Cooperative, bulas 19.20 
Town sergeant 16.50 

(April plus 3 days 
in May) 

The mayor reported that Mr. Forrest had requested that he see him 
personally in regard to the water storage tank, but that Mr. Millen 
had since suggested that pipe might be laid from Pope's Head up 
Main Street to School Street for firefighting purposes. It was 
moved and seconded that Mr. Detwiler be designated to study the 
plan and make recommendations to the Council, in order to determine 
whether this plan should be adopted and by what means effected, and 
to secure estimates for the work if deemed advisable. 

The mayor was requested to ask the State Highway Department to put 
pipe under the road by the Margaret Detwiler property, Jackson 
property, and Ayre property, to carry off excess rainwater. 

It was moved and seconded that the mayor be authorized to secure 
judges for the Town Election in June. Carried. The Clerk was 
instructed to send a letter to all residents giving details of 
election procedure. 

It was moved and seconded that the Town Council accept from Mrs. 
Carl Ambler the gift of a davenport for the Council room. Carried. 

Treasurer reported as follows: 



Balance on hand first of April 
Disbursements during April 

Balance on hand this date 

$$2375.13 
103.~0 

f2271.63 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it 
stood adjourned at 9:10 p.m.; 

\ 

W. Swem Elgin; Mayor 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. c. P. Sweeny 
Clerk 
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NOTICE Oli' PROPOSED ADOPTION OF AN ORDINAllCE REGARDIIG SAFETY 

MEASURES A'l1 RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN THE TOl·'l~ OF CLIFTON, VIRGINIA 

NOTICE is hereby given that at a regular meeting of the 

Council for the Town of Clifton, Virginia, held on the 6th 

day of May, 1952, it was proposed to adopt the following 

ordinance, and the Clerk of said Town was directed to adver­

tise in two consecutive weekly issues of a newspaper published 

or circulated in the County of Fairfax that the Council for 

the aaid Town proposed to adopt such an ordinance at the 

regular meeting of said Council to be held on 

f'OIBJ)AY 

JUNE J, 19SZ 

COJI1Dlenc1ng at 8:00 o'clock p.m. 

Daylight Saving Time 

in the Firehouse at Clifton; Virginia; 

aaid ordinance being as follows, to-wit: 

BB IT ORDAINED by the Council tor the Town of Clifton, Fairfax 

Ooqnty, Virginia, this Jrd day ot June, 1952, that, within 90 

days after said date, in the interests or public safety, at all 

places where public streets cross a ~a1lroad within the corpora• 

tion lild.ts of the said town the railway CO'l'lP&nY shall keep a 

flagman on duty during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 

3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday- through Friday ot each week while 



the public schools are in session, and during the hours ot 

9:30 a.m. to 11:15 p.m. each and every Sunday; that t~affic 

lights shall be maint~ined which shall show a green signal 

when street traffic may proceed to cross said railroad in 

safety, and two flashir~ red lights of sufficient and adequate 

oandlepower shall show when trains are approaching; that bells 

shall be maintained to warn street traffic of approaching 

trains; and that uniform whistle signals shall be blown by 

all trains approaching said crossings. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that any previous ordinances which 

are in conflict with this ordina.nee are hereby repealed. 

Atteet: 



:. WHEREAS for many years trains passing through the Town of 

Clifton, Virginia, have been blowing their whistles in such 

a manner as to cause considerable annoyance, resulting in 

the writing of many letters to the Southern Railway Company, 

including correspondence from the said Town to the said 

railway company; and 

~lliEREAS such correspondence has been brought about by some 

few train crews which have blown whistles unreasonably; and 

WHEREAS in recent years diesel locomotives have largely re-

placed steam locomotives, thereby increasing the necessity for 

uniform whistles, and otherwise changing the situation; 

NOW BE IT RESOLVED that train whistles shall sharply sound an 

uniform signal at a distance of not less than 300 yards nor 

more than 400 yards from the place where the railroad crosses 

upon the same level any highway or crossing in the Town of 

Clifton, Virginia. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any previous action taken by the 

Council for the Town of Clifton, Virginia, which is inconsis-

tent with these resolutions is hereby rescinded. 

DATED 6 May 1952 . 

True copy attested: 



Clifton, Va. 
3 June 1952 

fhe regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Va. 
was convened by the mayor in the Clifton Fire~ouse at 8 p.m. 
with the following members and visitors present: 

W. Swem Elgin, Mayor · Ruel Fugett, Councilman· 
R. R. Buckley, Councilman Virginia Sweeny, Clerk 
W. Edward Detwiler, Councilman 
Representatives of the Southern Railway: Messrs. McNutt, 

Booth, Fox, and Brown 
Mr. Caivin Millen ~~? 

The mayor asked Mr. Booth, Assistant Divisicn Counsel of the 
Southern Railway to speak on the pending safety ordinance affecting 
local railway crossings. Mr. Booth stressed the fact that he 
would support the installaticn of the latesttype safety devices 
forthe crossing, and advised the flashing lights with bell, as 
had been installed at Manassas. These lights are planned to meet 
State Standards. The exact delivery date for such equipment was 
not immediately available, but could be ascertained within 30 days. 
The matter of crossing guard was discussed, but in view of the 
semi-police authority needed for effectiveness, he felt that the 
Railway would not feel in a position to provide such a guard; the 
use of the station agent for such work would not be allowed by the 
Union. 

It was moved and seconded that the Railway be given 30 days to ~ 
determine when it could install lights and bells, and to withhold 
enactment of the ordinan.ce until this informaticn is received. 
Carried. 

Mr. Millen was asked to contact Mr. Stewart Debell regarding 
the possibility of securing police women for crossing protection. 

The following bills were approved 
Town lighting, May 
Fairfax Herald, advertizing 
Jail commitment bill 
Trash collection: F.Cabaniss 

W. Lewi.s 

for payment: 
$30.00 
10.93 

4.25 
22.50 
i'l.50 

The new Social Security regulations for municipal employees were 
discussed. It was moved and seconded that the Clerkshould write 
the Commission returning the Plan of Agreement properly executed, 
and ask further clarification. 

Mr. Detwiler reported that to run 1000 feet of 311 pipe (cost 
approaching $2 per foot installed) would seem to be prohibitive 
in cost. Mr. Millen suggested a pond be made behind the Robert 
Buckley property; it wa~ pointed out that the drainage from the 
Buckley house woulB prohibit this. Mr. Detwiler announced that 
the county is getting some tank cars which will be used.for trans­
porting water to fire sites. It was also suggested that the 
Southern Railway might be asked to atiimwx:Ebl& install:atill» 12 11 

pipe under the tracks so that hose could be connected through 
this conduit without disturbing operations over the roadbed. 



The mayor agreed to contact the railway company on the matter. 

It was moved and seconded that the drainage ditch to the 
Baptist Church have pipe installed at the corporation's expense 
providing this meets with the apDroval of the Church. Carried. 
The length installation required will be determined by the 
mayor, Mr. Detwiler and Mr. Fugett. 

There being no further business to come'before the meeting, 
it stood adjourned at 10 p.m. 

Resp~~tf~ubmitted, 

(Mrs.) V1rg1n1a~eny 
Clerk · L[fwe 

• 
-.~ 



1 July 1952 
Clifton Fire House 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was convened 
at 8 p.m. by the mayorJ with the following members present: 

W. Swam Elgin, mayor R. R. Buckley, councilman 
Elmer Ayre, councilman Ruel Fugitt, councilman 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer W. Edward Detwiler, councilman 

~tts. Virginia E. Sweeny, 6lerk 

Jl!inutes of the preceding regular meeting were read and approved. 

The mayor reported that Mr. Booth of the Southern Railway Company had phoned 
to report that safety lights for the Clifton crossing had been approved and 
ordered, but that a delivery date had not been received as yet. It was moved 
and seconded that the Southern Railway Company be granted an extension of 
thirty (30) days until the next regular meeting to furnish this information. 
Carried. 

It was moved and seconded that judges for the RwrkBcwwi•8 recent municipal 
election be paid $7.50 per day. Carried. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment : 
Town lighting, June $30.00 
Town treasurer, April-June 1952 15.00 
Town clerk, April-June 1952 7.50 
Fairfax Herald, for ballots 5.00 
Election Judges: 

Mrs. Ines Kincheloe 7.50 
Mrs. Alice Woodyard 7. 50 
Mr. George Kidwell 7. 50 

The mayor was further authorized to pay for a load of gravel used at the 
McNrullen property when this bill is received. 

The following returns of vote cast in the regular bi-yearly municipal election 
was directed to be included in the minutes of the meeting: 

Elmer Ayre 21 (council) Ruel Fugitt 
Delsie Buckley 35 n Virginia E. Sweeny 

38 (council) 
26 n 

R. R. Buckley 40 " Stuart Bryce 
W. Edward Detwiler 39 " W. Swam Elgin 

1 n 
39 (for mayor) 

The mayor reported that the State Highway Department had completed the following 
work: Fixing of road at J. Detwiler's; fixing of Pope's Head bridge; and that 
the work of ditching between Clifton and Centreville will be done. shortly. 

Mr. Buckley was asked to draft an ordinance prohibiting the shooting of songbirds 
and fixing penalties for damaging of public or private property by gunfire. The 
clerk was further instructed to include in the next trash collection notice a 
warning to parents on the subj act of carrying of guns by minors and shooting of 
soDgbirds or damaging of property. The mayor was to contact Mr. Fred Brown, 
the game warden, and ask him to keep an eye on the situation pending enactment 
of such legislation. 

.;'·' 



former 
The mayor reported that he had not heard from either the/county surveyor 
or the one suggested as alternative choice, although they had both 
been contacted by Mr. Lyd.dell. :UJ.!'. Buckley stated that he had also 
inquired of Mr. Walter Ralph whether he would undertake such a survey, 
and that he would contact him further during the following week. 

The matter of a Zoning Board Report was brought up, and the mayor was 
asked to inquire of Circuit Judge whether the appointment of Zoning 
Board Members suggested by the mayor and council had been made official. 

It was suggested that the Planning Commission members submit a tentative 
budget at the next regular meeting in order that it might be posted 
prev ious to the September meeting at which it would be subject to 
adoption. 

The treasure reported as follows: 
B alanee on hand 3 June 1952 
Disbursements durihg June 
Balance on hand this date 

$2,205.93 
75.18 

$2,130.75 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood 
adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrs. ) Virginia E. Sweeny 

W. Swem Elgin, Mayor 



-· , 

28 July 1952 
Clifton Fire House 

The mayor convened a special meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia 
at 8:30 p.m., with the followSng members present and voting: 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor Jl. Fdward Detwiler, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Ruel Fugitt, councilman 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer Mrs. Virginia Sweeny, clerk 

Councilman Buci:ley was given the floor, and announced that in the near future 
the Virginia Electric Power Company proposed running a high voltage feeder 
line adjacent to the corporation limits, and that this line was scheduled to 
run through a piece of property which he had for some time contemplated 
presenting to the Town of Clifton for recreation and park purposes. If any 
transfer of title was to be effected, he felt this should be done before the 
final transaction with the VEPGO. For that reason he presented for approval 
of the Town Council a draft title deed transferring to the Town of Clifton a 
tract of 8 acres adjacent to the town limits to the southwest and lying between 
the bluff near the Jackson property and Pope's Head, in return for the sum of 
$5 and other valuable considerations. 

It was moved and seconded that the Town of Clifton accept Mr. Buckley's offer 
and authorize payment of a sum not to exceed $10 in accordance with the condi­
tions set forth in the proposed title deed, and that the Town of Clifton 
further assume all taxes levited against the described tract for that portion 
of the calendar year 1952 preceding date of acquisition by the Town of Clifton. 
Carried. 

It was further recommended that the fee for extending the VEPGO line over the 
property in question be $500 if no poles are set within that acreage, and 
$1,000 if poles must be placed on the property, this money to be expended on its 
development and furnishing with park and picnic facilities. 
Mr. Buckley was asked to draw up final title deed and turn over to Mrs. Oscia 
Mathers all papers necessary for recording of the transfer. The clerk was 
authorized to reimburse Mrs. Mathers for the recording fee when this amount 
was ascertained. Upon completion of recording, the clerk was further instructed 
to write to Mr. John Ferguson stating that the transfer, effective 1 August, 
had been made, and requesting statement of taxes due for the period 1 January 1952 
through 31 July 1952 to be paid by the Town of Clifton. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood &4journed 
at 9 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrs. ) Virginia E. Sweeny 
Clerk 

W. Swam Elgin, Mayor 



5 August 1952 
Town Council Chamber 

The regular monthly meeting was convened at 8:15 p.m. by Mr. Detwiler in the 
absence of the mayor, the following members and visitorebaing present: 

Elmer Ayre, councilman W. Edward Detwiler, councilman 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer B:uel FugjJtt, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Mrs. Virginia. E. Sweeny, clerk 

Mr. Bacon, representative of VEPCO 
Mr. Mill~n, Manassas Journal-Messenger 

It was moved and seconded that Mr. Elmer Ayre be named chairman of the meeting. 
Carried. 

The clerk read the minutes of the regular meeting of 1 July and of the special 
meeting of 28 July, both of which were a.pprov ed as read. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 
Town lighting, July $.30.00 
Fee for recording of Park Title .3.15 
Trash collection 26 July: 

L. Foster Cabaniss 
w. Lewis 

Treasurer for stamps & envelopes 

It was moved and seconded that an extra. trash collection be made on the last 
Saturday of August (.30 August). Carried. 

Mr. Buckley explained to Mr. Bacon tba t he had been invited to the meeting in 
view of the fact that the property belonging to Mr. Buc:tley over which the 
Virginia Electric Power Company wished to extend its high vdtage feeder line 
had been transferred effective 1 August 1952 to the ownership of the Town of 
Clifton, and any further arrangements for right-of-way would have to be 
Considered by that b ody. 

Mr. Bacon explained that the proposed. line would feed the Middleburg region, 
but would not be available for current for the Prince William Electric Cooperative. 
The VEPCO is offering $275 for .3.38 feet of 100-ft. wide right-of-way through 
the 8-a.cre tract owned by the Town of Clifton, which would amount to slightly 
over $.300 per acre of land affected. 

In view of the fact that the contract and plats would have to be reworded, it 
was decided that the further consideratimn of the matter should be postponed 
until such time as Mr. Bacon could ascertain whether it was intended to place 
poles on the property, and until a. recheck on title could be made by VEPCO. 

Mr. Buckley read the proposed budget for FY 195.3 (see copy attached). This 
was amended as indicated on the attadbment. It was moved and seconded that 
the proposed ••••d•••i budget with amendments be posted publicly prior to 
formal consideration at the regular September meeting. Carried. 



It was announced that the ladies of the Presbyterian Church have requested 
permission to use the Town Council Chamber for temporary storage purposes 
during the week preceding their Septemb er auction sale. It was agreed 
that this request should be granted. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, :it stood 
adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

Respec y submitted, 

• UJ«rfJJ 

AP~ 
w.~ 

The matter of provision of a crossing guard was taken up. .Mr. Millen 
reported that Mr. Debell had stated that the county would pay one half 
of the cost, since this was an incorporated town (cost is assumed in 
full when crossing is not within a corporation), and that he would do 
what he could to see whether the full cost could be paid by the county. 
In view of the fact that the Southern Railway Company has informed the 
~or that they had not yet been able to secure delivery of the new 
crossing lights, it was felt that it would be well to provide a guard 
pemdi•A when school opened, pending installation of better lights. 
It was moved and seconded that Mr. Millen contact Mr. Debell to see what 
could b e done toward providing a watchman for the crossing at county 
expense pending installation of signal lights; and further that if the 
matter is not satisfactorily carelfor through this channel, to call a 
special meeting of the Town Council to deal with the matter. Carried. 

An alternative to regular police guard would be parttime guard commissioned 
by the Police of the County from .mong the women of the community. Such 
parttime duty carries a salary of $50 per month. 



Clifton Town Council Chambers 
2 September 1952 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was 
convened by the ~or at 8 p.m. with the following members and visitors present: 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor Colonel J. F. ~uinn 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Calvin Millen 
w. Edward Detwiler, councilman. 
Ruell Fugett, councilman 
Virginia Sweeny, clerk 

The mayor having been previously sworn in for the term of office commencing 
September 1952, swore ·into office the following council-members-elect: 

R. R. Buckley Buell Fugett 
w. Edward Detwiler Virginia Sweeny 

It was moved and seconded.that Mrs. Virginia E. Sweeny be appjinted Clerk of 
the Town of Clifton. Motion carried. 

The clerk read the minutes of the regular August meeting and the publicly­
posted FY 1953 budget. 

Mr. Millen reported that Mr. Stewart DeBell stated that Fairfax County would 
furnish $60.0Q a month towards the hiring of a crossing guard pending installa­
tion of new railway signals; if no man were available the same amount would be 
paid to women deRuties. 

It was moved and seconded that the posted budget be amended to increase the 
amount for T-...n Sergeant 1 s salary to $480, and that the tax rate be increased 
to $.55 per hundred in order to cover this expenditure for ext~& duty as 
crossing-guard morning and afternoon. Motion carried. 

It was moved and seconded.that the proposed budget for FY 1953 as above amended 
be adopted. Carried. 

After discussion, it was moved and seconded that an Auditing Committee be 
appointed with the following members: Robert Buckley, L. Wyckliffe Johnson,. 
Motion carried. 

It was moved and seconded that Mrs. Delsie Buckley be appointed Treasurer of 
the Town of Clifton. Motion c arried. 

It was moved and seconded that E. G. Taylor be appointed Deputy Treaaurer of 
the Town of Clifton. Motion carried. 

It was moved and seconded that W. Edward Detwiler be appointed St~et Commissioner 
of the Town of Clifton. Motion carried. 

Colonel ~uinn suggested that parents be encouraged to ihlibit the actions of 
their children at Halloween, where the destruction of property and molestation 
of citizens was involved. 

It was moved and seconded that Buell Fugett be appointed ~ight!ng Commissioner. 
Motion carried. 



The following bills were presented and dul7 approved for payment: 
Town lighting, August $)0.00 
Trash collection JO August: 

L. Foster Cabaniss 
Jackie Wells 5.00 

It vas moved and seconded that the ~or and Mr. Detwiler be authorized 
to hire a Town Sergeant as soon as it is knownjust what financial. 
support will be given b7 Fairfax Count7. Motion 8arried. 

Mr. :Buckle7 reported that he has contacted Mr. Robinson, Fairfax County 
Park Commissioner relative to the new park, and read his reply in which 
it was stated that the propert7 could be transferred to the Fairfax 
County Park Authority for improvement and maintenance; the next meeting 
of the Park Authority will be 24 September. After some discussion of 
various aspects of this arrangement, the Town Council was favorably 
disposed toward the plan, but felt it would be advantageous to consider 
the matter further before making a final .decision. 

Mr. Fugett reported that the :Baptist Church bad approved installation of 
pipe for drainage along Harris Street as proposed by the ~own Council. 
It was moved and seconded that this pipe ge installed extending to the 
drainage ditch on the property line. C '?,. r! e-L 

Mr. Detwiler reported that the surveyor Mr. Ralph bad told Mr. Ayre 
that he would be willing to start the town survey at any time, but that 
it would cost less if done after leaves were off the .trees. 

The ~or was asked to contact the Highway Engineer relative to the 
need for TOWN OF CLIFTON direction signs as follows: two at the :Braddock 
Road and 645·intersection near Mat Crosson place; one at southern inte~ 
section of :Braddock Road and 645; one where·645 leaves leaas the Lee 
Highway at the Virginia Diner; one at Butts Crossroad; one where 612 
meets the 0 ocoquan Road near the Paul :Brown place. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood 
adjourned at 9:)0 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrs.) Virginia E. Sweeny 
.Clerk 



i 

Town Council Chambers 
Clifton, Virginia 

15 September 1952 

A special meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was called to order 

by the mayor at ?:JO p.m. for the purpose of appointing a Town Sergeant and 

Deputy Town Sergeants, the following members being present: 

w. Swem Elgin, mayor 
Delsie Buckley, treasurer 
R. R. Buckley, councilman 

W. Edward Detwiler, councilman 
Ruell Fugett, councilman 

Due to the illness of the clerk Mr. Fugett acted in that capacity. 

The mayor recommended the appointment of Raymond D. Padgett as Town Sergeant, 
L. Foster Cabaniss and Granville Brill as Deputy Town Sergeants. 

After some discusslon it was moved and seconded that Mr. Padgett be appointed 
as Town Sergeant, and that Mr. Cabaniss and Mr. Brill be appointed as. 
Deputy Town Sergeants. M otion carried. 

The mayor asked for authorization to purchase a Deputy Town Sergeant's badge 
for Mr. Brill. It was so moved and seconded; motion carried. The bill for 
this purchase will be presented at the next regular meeting of the council. 

The mayor was instructed to meet with the appointees and swear theminto 
office immediately. Notice of these appointments will be posted on the Town 
Bulletin Board by the Clerk. 

There being no further business to come tiefore the meeting, it stood adjourned 
at 8 p.m. 

APPROVED: 

~ 
W. Swem Elgin, mayor 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ruell Fugett 
Acting Clerk 

.r&.:-.~:. 



Clifton Firehouse 
7 October 1952 

The regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Clifton, Virginia was convened 
by the mayor at 8 p.m. with the following members and visitors present: 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor Mr. R. A. Bragg, Right-of-Way Agent, 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Virginia Electric Power Company 
W. Edward Detwiler, st. commr. 'Mr. Fred Crum, Right-of-Way Agent, 
Ruel Fugett, councilman Virginia Electric Power Company 
Virginia E. Sweeny, councilwoman, clerk 

The minutes of the regular September meeting and of the special meeting held 
15 September were read and approved. 

Mr. Buckley introduced Mr. Crum of the Virginia Electric Power Company, who 
explained the position of that company relative to securing an easement to cross 
the Clifton park tract with its high voltage wire, and stated that the company 
was prepared to offer a price of $275 for the use of the acreage involved. 

It was moved and seconded that a counter offer of $500 be made, with no poles to 
be sent on the park tract, and with a new easement relative to the use of the land, 
spelling out the intended use of the area. Motion carried. The Town Council will 
prepare a copy of this counter offer and submit it to VEPCO (Mr. William Bacon). 
The next regular meeting of the Town Council will be held on 5 November, and Mr. 
Crum will endeavor to have an answer to the counter offer by that time, if possible. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 
Town lighting, September $30.00 
Town Sergeant (from 15 September) 25.00 

(It was moved and seconded that this payment of overtime be made in lieu 
of promised compensation from Fairfax County which was not forthcoming 
for September. Carried.) 

Deputy Town Sergeant badge (to W.S.Elgin) 
Cap badges (2) (to W. S. Elgin) 
Fire Department donation 
Helms Concrete Pipe Co. 

($78.20 of this amount to be reimbursed 
Town Treasurer, July-September salary 
Town Clerk, July-September salary 

2.75 
6.50 

350.00 
168.20 

by citizens using pipe) 
15.00 
?.50 

It was announced that the State Highway Department will be in Clifton this week 
to put in pipe along the lot owned by the Baptist Church, and also along the 
Fletcher property; also to install drain pipe by Mathers property and Clifton Firehouse. 

The mayor requested authority to pay the Centeeville Garage for installation of 
police light and siren (donated qr Clifton Volunteer Fire Department) on the Town 
Sergeant's car. It was so moved and seconded. Motion carried. The mayor expressed 
his appreciation to Colonel Webb for painting the police insignia on the Town Serge­
ant's car. It was moved and seconded that the Town Sergeant be allotted the sum of 
.5.00 per month for expenses incurred in using his car for official patrolling. 
Motion carried. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood adjourned at 
9:10p.m. 

. W. Swem Elgin, Mayor 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrs.) C. P. Sweeny 
Clerk 



Clifton, Virginia 
1.5 October 19.52 

A special called meeting of 
by the ~~yor at his home at 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor 

the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was convened 
7:30p.m. with the following members and visitor present: 

~~s. Delsie Buckley, treasurer 
Ruell Fugett, councilman 

1~. Fred Crum, Right-of-Way Agent, 
Virginia Electric Pow~r Company 

¥xs. Virginia Sweeny, councilwoman & clerk 

This meeting was called to consider acceptance of VEPC0 1 s counter offer of $.500 
for easement over town park property, as suggested by the October meeting of the 
Town Council. 

The clerk read a prepared and attested excerpt from the minutes of the regular 
October meeting relating to this counter offer, for transmittal to VEPCO. Clerk 
also read the altered easement as drawn up by Mr. Buckley. 

Mr. Crum pointed out that in view of the change in easement wording \'Jhich eliminated 
the standard liability clause, it was suggested that the Town of Clifton post on the 
property warning signs against the flying of kites, model airplanes, etc. which 
might result in injury or fatality for which the VEPCO could not accept liability. 

· It was moved and seconded that all flying of kites, model airplanes, etc. be pro­
hibited on park property. Motion carried. 

It was moved and seconded that the mayor and clerk sign the amended agreement. 
Carried. 

The amended instrument was thereupon signed and sealed by the mayor and clerk, and 
notarized by Mr. Crum. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood adjuurned at 
8:1.5 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrs.) Virginia E. Sweeny, Clerk 



Clifton, Virginia 
5 November 1952 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was convened 
by the Mayor at the Clifton Firehouse at 8 p.m. with the following members present: 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor w. Edward Detwiler, councilman 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, \reasurer Ruell Fugett, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Mrs. Virginia Sleeny, clerk 

Minutes of the October meeting were read and approved. 

The mayor turned over to the treasury a check for $5,(}~.00 whtch has been received 
from VEPCO to cover permission to run high tenaion wire across the new Clifton 
park site. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 
$ocial security payment to State Treasurer $4.76 (back to 
T@wn lighting, October JO.OO 
Town sergeant, Oct~ber JO.OO 
Trash collection, October: F. Cabaniss 

W. Lewis 
Special Halloween Police duty: '.75 br: 

F. Cabaniss, 7 hrs 
G. Brill, 4 brs 
L. Crouch, 7 hrs 
H. Sutphin, 7 hrs 
Carleton Smith, 7 

5.25 
J.OO 
5.25 
5.25 

hrs 5.25 

1Jan51) 

The treasurer reported that the following tax bills were more than three years 
overdue and deemed not collectible, and that counsel had advised that they be 
dropped from the books: Dick Brehmer, Marion Herndon, Walter Wright, Willard 
Pearson, 0. C. Poe, L. Wetzell. All of these represent bills for personal property 
assessments. It was moved and seconded that no further action be taken at this 
time with regard to the foregoing tax bills for personal property assessments. 
Motion carried. 

It was decided that the check from VEPCO would be deposited in the regular Town 
of Clifton banking ac£ount, but earmarked to be used only for park development. 
The mayor was asked to contact the State Highway Department to ascertain whether 
they have a bridge which might be installed at termination of the street in order 
to open up the park area to auto traffic. Mr. Buckley will write to the Park 
Commission to see whether they can be of help in this regard. 

Mr. Buckley reported that the surveyor, Mr. Ralph, wanted information as to just 
what type of survey map the Town Council wants. It was decided that for our purpose 
the best plan would be to show the boundary lines, with indication of ownership of 
adjacent property on each side of lines, for taxation purposes. Mr. Buckley will 
ask Mr. Ayre to expmain this to Mr. Ralph. 

The treasurer reported as follows: 
Balance brought forward 

Disbursements during October 
Collections during October 

Balance on hand this date 

$549.95 
78.20 

$2375.56 

further business to come before the meeting, it stood adjourned at 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. Swem Elgin, Mayor Mrs. Virginia Sweeny, Clerk 



Clifton Firehouse 

2 December 1952 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was called 
to order by the mayor at 8 p.m. with the following members prefent: 

w. Swem Elgin, mayor w. Edward Detwiler, street commissioner 
Mrs. Delsie !ukcley, treasurer Ruel Fugett, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Mrs. Virginia Sweeny, clerk 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 
Town Sergeant, November $30.00 
Town lighting, November 30.00 
Town Treasurer, October-December 52 22.50 
Town Clerk, October-December 52 15.00 

(It was moved and seconded that the last two items be paid in advance of usual 
payment date in view of the approaching holiday; motion carried.) 

The mayor is making an appu&ntment to see Mr. Eichols about 

Mr. Ralph has. quoted a price of $600 for a town survey. Since this seemed high, 
several alternatives were considered: the mayor reported that he was to get the 
name of a man in Manassas who might be willing to do the job, and that he will 
also ask for names from the Southern Railway. Douglas Detwiler was suggested as 
helper, since he has no license as a surveyor. 

The treasurer reported as follows: 
Balance on hand last meeting 

Disbursements November 
VEPCO park franchise check 
Taxes collected 

Balance on hand this date 

$2375.56 
$118.76 

500.00 
317.91 

$3074.71 

It was suggested that the Fairfax County Clerk be contacted re obtaining certain 
of the Vernon lots which are to go for tax payments, for the purpose of use as a 
dumping ground. The m ayor will see Mr. Chapman and Judge Brown on this matter. 

It was moved and seconded that the salary of the Town Sergeant be increased to 
$35 per month, plus $5 per month expenses. Motion carried. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood adjourned 
at 8 :!J-5 p.m. 

Respectfull7 submitted, 

Mrs. Virginia Sweeny, Clerk 

W. Swem Elgin, Mayor 



Clifton, Virginia 
6 January 1953 

The regular month]¥ meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was called 
to order at the Clifton Firehouse at 8:20 p.m. by Mr. Calvin Millen, Acting 
Chairman in the absence of the mayor, and with the following members and visitors 
present: 

Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer 
w. Edward Detwiler, st. canmr. 
Mrs. Virginia Sween;y, clerk 

Mr. R. Padgett, town sergeant 
Mr. Walter Ralph, pl'ivate surveyor 
Mr. Douglas Detwiler 1 private surveyor 

Minutes of the peevious meeting were read and approved. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 
Town sergeant, December 52 $40.00 
Tmm lighting, December 52 30.00 
Trash collection, December 52 24.00 

Foster Cabaniss $18.00 
Woodrow lewis $6.00 

Social Security p1yments 4.~ '3 
(It was moved and seconded that the Town Council continue to pay the 
complete amount for Social Security. Carried.) 

The chairman introduced Mr. Ralph, a surveyor who had been mentioned for employment 
in connection with the survey of the Town of Clifton boundaries. Mr. Ralph ex-
plained that a full and authenticated property map would cost appraximately $600, 

but that boundary marking would be a little less cost]¥, running appl'oximately 
from $55 to $550. One complicating factor in the case of this survey is the es­
tablishment of the center point for the Town of Clifton, about which he felt there 
was some doubt. His p: oposed method would be to run a reference traverse of the 
boundaries and then check them with existing property records and compute the 
exact lines. '.Vith marking of ~oundaries, this system would cost between $500 and 
$600. 

It was moved and seconded that this matter be deferred until the full council 
could consider it. Motion carried. 

Mr. Padgett explained that he had been asked by the mayor to attend the meeting 
for the purpose of discussing difficulties which had been experienced recently 
with certain boys who had been creating disturbances in the community. After 
lengthy discussion, it was moved and seconded that a special meeting be called 
and the parents of the offending boys be invited to talk over the situation. 
Motion carried. Clerk was instructed to send letters to Mrs. Smith, Mr and Mrs. 
Wilson, Dr. and Mrs. Benham. It was decided that the meeting would be held 
at 8 p.m. on 14 January. Wording of the letter was discussed and the clerk 
given wording desired by the council members present. Full confidence was expressed 

in what Mr. Padgett had done. 
The treasurer repmrted as follows: 

Balance beginning of ~ecember 
Disbursements December 
Taxes collected 

Balance on hand this date 

$$J074. 71 
97.50 

728.26 
$J705 .47 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood adjourned 
at 10:20 p.m. 

W. Swem Elgin, Mayor 



Qlifton Fire House 
3 February 1953 

The regular meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was 
convenedby the mayor at 8 p.m. with the following members and visitor 
present: 

W. Swam Elgin, mayor 
R. R. Buck~ey, councilman Calvin Millen 
Ruel Fugett, councilman 
Mrs. Virginia. Sweeny, c.lePl£ ~~~ 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 

Town Sergeant, January 
Town lighting, January 

$40.00 
30.00 

Mr. Buckley reported that M~. McLaughlin of Annandale had looked 
over the town and had given 'a price (tentative) of $500-600 for a 
boundary survey. As presented, this survey would not be quite as 
comprehensive as that proposed by Mr. Ralph. 

It wasaoved and seconded that the Town of Clifton employ Mr. Ralph 
to survey the limits of the town and dosuch other work as he indi­
cated when before the Town Council, at a price not to exceed $600. 
Motion earrie d. 

Mr. Millen brought up the question of road signs which were recom-. 
mended seme time ago but have not yet been posted. The mayor reported 
that he has been in touch with the State Highway Department about 
this matter, but that they have a erew building signs and the matter 
has to wait until this crew can be gotten to do the work. The mJyor 
will see Mr. Eichols again on this ma.tter. It waw saggested that 
_i~othersbe added to the list, to be placed at the turn at Fairfax 
Station north of the Southern RR, and at Fairfax Oourthouse. 

Mr. Buckley noted that some citizens ha.ve been complaining about 
the garage business being operated across from the Clifton Firehouse. 
The mayor further noted that someone had been told that there were 
no restrictions in the way of zoning in the community. In view of 
the apparent need for definitive action on the matter of zoning, 
the mayor will check with Judge Brown as to whether he has made the 
appointments to the Zoning Board which were proposed by the Town 
Council some months ago. Mr. Buckley will follow up with Mr. 
Sehumann of the County Zoning Board. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood 
adjourned at 8:45p.m. 

~~ t W. Swam Elgin, Mayor 

it .. 
J.' .... Jt .. 

- w. ".t 

Respectfully submitte~, 

Mts. Virginia Sweeny 
Clerk 

···- -·· ... -

• 



Clifton Firehouse 

3 March 1953 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town CoUncil of Clifton, Virginia was convened 
by the mayor at 8 pm with the following members present: 

w:. Swem Elgin, mayor Ruel Fugett, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Virginia Sweeny, councilwoman, clerk 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The mayor reported that Mr. Eichols would have work on the road signs done as 
soon as possible. 

The matter of zoning was brought up for discussion, and the mayor reported that 
Mr. Schumann had said that most communities accomplish county-handling by going 
through the County Board of Supervisors (via local supervisor) rather than through 
the Circuit Judge, as the Town Council had previously contemplated. After some 
discussion it was decided to defer the matter until such time as the full council 
could consider the matter. The question of whether certain related ordinances 
regarding building, subdivision, sanitation, etc. were involved was raised. It 
was further decided that the mayor would invite Mr. Schumann to attend the April 
meeting of the Town Council to further clarify and explain the procedures involved. 

The following bills were presented and duly approved for payment: 
Town lights, February $3.0. 00 
Town sergeant, February ~.00 
Trash collection, February, 9! hrs 

L. Foster Cabaniss 
Woodrow Lewis 

Renewal of dumping contract with 

28.50 
9.50 

J. H. Kilbey 25.00 * 

*It was moved and seconded that Mr. Kilbey be sent a check for $2.5.00 for extension 
of agreement for another 12 months, dating from November 1952. Motion carried. 

Mr. Buckley raised the question of early development of the park recreation area, 
and asked that the council approve the drawing up of plans for that purpose. Mr. 
Robinson of the. County Park Commission has suggested the name of a' man who does 
such work for the National Park Service. It was moved and seconded that Mr. Buckley 
contact this man in reference to drowing plans for the Clifton Park at a cost not 
to exceed $50.00, to be taken from the Park Fund. Motion carried. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood adjourned at 
8:.50 p.m. 

:em;BiOr 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~~~-
(Mrs.) Virgini{..Bweeny 
Clerk 



28 April 19 53 
Clifton Fire House 

A speoial meeting of' the Town Council of Clifton. Virginia was con't'\tUd by the 
•yor at 8 pm wththe following maabers and invited 'Visitors presenta 

W. Sw• El.gizl, mayor 1r. EcJward Detwiler, council-.n 
Jlrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer Ruel Fugett. couaoilman 
R. R• Buckley, ooUD.cilman lfrs. Virginia ,Swetm1' • clerk 
Kembers of' the Cli:flton Recreation Committee: Patrick Clif-ford and 

, James Johnson 

Jfr. Buckley explain,ed that the ·.purpose of the meeting was to consider with the 
Clifton Recreation Committee th• proposed plan tor the Clifton park site. 
Pending their arri 'V8.1, the following business matters were taken up. . . 
Mr. Buek:ley suggested that it would horRse the oonvwtienoe o~ the Town Council 
Chamber to haTe a door out through trO. the lobby of' the Fire llouae.-: It-· was· 
meTed and seconded that the Clifton Volunteer Fire Department be authorized to 
cut a door through into the Town Council Oham.ber without expense to the Town 
Qouncil. Xotion carried. 

The treasurer reported that several people had been to her caapl&ining about 
the ditch draiD.ing trom the Clifton Hotel to Popes Read. It was suggested that 
the Tew.n iwwaiti Sergeant be asked to watch and see whether retu.e is beimg 

.. · ·dumped into the ditch, stopping it up and causing odors. The mayor will have 
the State Highway Department olean theditoh as a temporary measure, he no"ted 
that Jlrs. Janie llathers had intended to haw thi·s ditoh· where it bor'ders her 
property piped and oOTered, and ottered to inquire whether her daughter would .· 
ocmsider doing so. It was also suggested that. the Health Department might be 
contacted regarding sewage and }!outhouse adjacent to the ditch. 

Following an-iva.l of' .. the Caimaittee members and inspection of the suggested plan 
tor park illlprovement, it was meTed and seconded that the drawing be approwd as 
drawn. Following discussion on the motion. both it and second .:were withdrawn, 
in Tiew of the tact that it was pointed out that the baseball diaaond had rather 
insuttioient 6utti•M. Action was postponed,. and Jlr. Buckley and Jfr. F'ugett 
wer,e asked to ascertain the proper size and discuss possible changes with the 
artist and report back to the next meetiDg of' the Town Council on the possibility 
ot relocating the ball diamond in order to enlarge the outfield~ 

lfr. Buckley raised the question of' how tar the road should be extended so that 
petition could be drawn up tor the State Highwsy Department. It :was telt that 
it they would undertake to do so, the quota ot l/4 Jnile would be ample to bring 
it into the park area. The mayor will speak to the Road· Commissioner about 
this pro'bl811l before the resolution is presented. 

/> 
· There being no further business to cane before the meeting, it stood adjourned 

at 8:50 pi.. -

Respectfully submitted, 

--· :.:.. 

/ 



Clifton Fire House 

7 April 1953 

The regular meeting or the Town Council ot Clifton, Virginia. was convened by 
the mayor at 8 p.m. 'IIQ.th the following members present: · 

w. Strem Elgin, mayor ' . W. Edward Detwiler • council.Jp.n. 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer Ruel F'u.gett, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Mrs. Virginia Sweeny, clerk 

The following bills· were presented and duly approved tor p8iYWJn1a 
1!own Lighting, March $30.00 · · 
Town Sergeant, !larch · 40e00 
Town Treasurer, January-March 53 22.50 
Town Clerlr:, January-Jfareh 5$ 15.00 
Town Clerk, tor ditto stencils 1.20 

The mayer reported that he had been unable to contact :Mr. Sehumam.t iD time to. 
have him come to the April meeting, but 110uld arrange .a meeting at lattr date. 

llr. Buckley rep9rted that Mr. Kilbey had called him to say that· people P,aQ. been 
d.umping trash along his road, and this would have to be stopped. However, he 
would a.ll01J the Town of Cli:f'ton to use the dump;J!ing ground, pro-dding the Tawn 
Council would put up a.barrioade so only the authorized Town or Clifton emplo.yeea 
could get ~~. this would have to be a looked road block. The mayor offered to 
furnish gates it the Town Council could provide postB and look. It was suggested 
that a log be,·put acofss the road and chains locked .around trees on either side. 
The mayor and Mr. Detwiler will i:llllk ta.ke care or this matter.· 

Mr. Buckley reported that Mr. Driver had some park tables at the school tor 
disposal tor the benefit or the Clifton School Flm.d at t2.00 each. It was 
moved and seconded that the Town Council b~ up to five of these tables it , 
still a"ftilable, the money to be made available from the Park Fund. Carried• 

Mr. Buckley also reported .that Mr. Howland, National .Capitol park plarmerf. 
had looked to the pari; si'Cle and has drawn a preliminary plan, and a:f'ter dis- • 
ou.ssion pt this will draw 11 complete plan. Mr. Buckley and l4r. Fugett will 
see Mr. Howland on Saturday and present the plan next week to a special meeting 
ot the Town Council. Mr. Buckley explained that at a recant meeting of the 
Clifton Recreation Committee the question of bridging the stream to the park 
was discussed. It ,was suggested that one or two concrete piers ·be placed in 
the streambed and bridged by railroad ties; it was thought the cost or such 
a bridge would be around $50.00. · The -members or the Town Council did not 
believe such treatment would be effective, or that bridging could be dcme for 
such a small sum. 

It was suggested that the State Highway Department be asked to take .over the 
building and maintenance ot the extension of Harris Street leading to the park. 
It •s mond and seconded that the Town Council pass a resolution to be presented 
to the State Highway Car;mission asking them to take. over the continuation of ~ 
Harris Street fran the end of the present street to-the tar side of the str~. 
Carried. Draft of the resolution 'Will be presented ... to the next regular meeting. 



Clifton Firehouse 
5 Mqy 1953 

The rea;ul~r monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Ve .• 
wa.s convened by the mayor at 8:15 with the following members preset: 

The 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor W. Edward Detwiler, councilman 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer Ruel Fugett, councilma.n 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Mrs. Virghia Sweeny, clerk 

following bills were presented 
Town lights, April 
Town sergeant, April 
Trash collection 

Foster Cabaniss 
011 ie Fee /,<./ A.. e..d r ~ 

Social ,Security payments 

and duly approved for 'payment: 
$30.00 
40.00 

.:tt/-.DU 
8(.~1? 

4.73 

The mayor introduced Mr. Schumann of the Zoning Boqrd who outlinsd 
two plans authorized for zoning corpor?3tioris. (1) Three steps are 
involved, the firstof which is to set up the twwn in zones. (2) Show 
these zones on an official town map adopted by the Town Council. 
(3) Make definite regulations for use of l~nd within these districts. 
According to the Act of 1926, the Town Council shall provide for 
making ~md amending of regulations; no such regula.ting map shall be 
effective until after publicat:tx• hearing following newspaper 
notice; the Town Council must set up a zoning board and planning 
commission which :nust hold public hearing on any change, amendment 
or supplement after public notice thereof; the Circuit Court shall 
appoint a Zoning Commission to recommend bounds of the original 
restrictions. 

According to the Act of 1934the zoning commission dies after the 
original recommendations are presented to the Town Council; the Town 
Council shall then create by ordinance a zoning commission to 
continue to act as advisory body to make recommend~tions on any 
proposed changes, etc., or the Town Council mey request the County 
Board of Supervisors to have the County Pla.nning Commission serv& 
in this capacity, and the County Board of Zoning Appeals to act for 
the town in this area of responsibility. Mr. Schumann noted that 
the Fairfax County Zoning Commission now has a mt1p set up with 
land use indicated thereon. He also outlined the type of restriction 
permissible. 

It was decided to look over the building ordinances and then decide 
which of these plans to adopt. 

It was moved KRix•BmmRiBi that the park site planner be authorized 
to draw up final plans altering position of the ball diamond. This 
motion was withdrawn after some discussion in which it was decided 
that the present plans were sufficient for present usa. 

There being no further business the meeting stood adjourned at 9:20 pm. 

~~at~~tted, 

Virginla Sween~ Clark 



Clifton Firehouse 

2 June 1953 

The regular meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was called to order 
by the clerk at 8:20p.m., with the foliowing members present: 

Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer Ruel Fugett, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman lJ!rs. Virginia Sweeny, 6lerk 
W. Edward Detwiler, councilman 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read a.nd ap-proved. 

Following bills were uresented and duly a.pnroved for payment: 
Town lighting, Ma.y $30.00 
Town sergeant, May 40.00 

Mr. Detwiler reuorted tha.t the town wa.s in need of street light bulbs, a.nd a 
new light stick. It wa.s moved and seconded that these items be purchased. 
Motion carried. 

After some discussion, it wa.s decided that the various pla.ns for zoning control 
should be studied further before selection of the plan to be adopted. 

It wa.s moved a.nd seconded that the following residents of the Town of Clifton 
should be appointed as a zoning commission to make ~ preliminary zoning recom­
mendations to the Town Council: HIXIIK Carl Ambler, John Gunthar, and Wyckliffe 
Buckley. Motion carried. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood adjourned 
at 9 p.m. 

W. Swem Elgin, May~r 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrs.) Virginia. E. Sweeny 
Clerk 



Clifton Firehouse 
ll June 1953 

A special called meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia 
was called to order by the mayor at 8 p.m. with the following 
members present: 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor Mrs. Virginia Sweany, clerk 
Rrs. Das~a Buckley, treasurer 
R. R. Buckley, councilman 

The mayor announced the meeting has beeen c~llad for the purpose of 
considering plans to prevent the Southern Railway from removing the 
Clifton depot. 

The question was raised as to whether any sat amount of service had 
been guaranteed in fr~=~nchise to the railroad. It was the opinion 
of several members that the corporation was not fo~med at the time 
the station was established, and therefore did not figure in any 
fra.nchise transact ions •. 

The mayor introduced a letter from Congressman Joel Broyhill addressed 
to the Interstate Commerce Commission, requesting measures be taken 
to prevent xts removal of the Clifton Depot. 

It was suggested that the Town Council request the Fairfax Board of 
Supervisors to communicate with the Interstate Commerce Commis-sion 
signifying their disapproval of the intended removal, also that the 
Centreville Citizens' Association be requested to do the same. It 
was decided that this action would be more effective if initiated 
through members of each body, so as to issue spontaneously therefrom. 
The mayor_reported that he had been trying to get in touch with 
Senator John Donovan to request a letter in the same vein a.s that 
from Congressman Broyhill. 

It was moved and seconded tha.t the Fairfax County Board of Supervi­
sors be requested to pass a resolution against discontinuance of 
the Clifton station. Motion carried. 

It was moved and seconded that the Town Clerk draw up an appropriate 
resolution against discontinuance of the Clifton stati~n a.s being 
passed by this meeting, to be forwarded to the Interstate 6emmeree /f 
Commission, Richmond, Virginia. ·~,.. ·,·,'f/-A-~,f:~ ... t" 

It was moved a.nd seconded that an appropriate petition be drawn up 
and circulated, to be incorporated with resolution to be forwarded 
to Richmond. Motion carried. Mayor was delegated to asked Gordon 
Kincheloe to draw up this petition for circulation in the Centreville 
District and environs of Clifton using the depot · fa:cil it ies. 

It was moved and seconded that the Town Council puP\?hase 6 pa.rk-
table benches from the Clifton School at a cost of f9. Motion carried. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood 
adjourned at 8:30p.m. 

Respectfully aubmitttd, 

APP 
Mrs. Virginia E. Sweany, Clark 

W. Swam Elgin, Mayor 



. 
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WHillDt lt baa oa.e to the attentioa ot the !ow Couactl of Clifton, 
Ylrglala that the Southern :Ra1lW&7 bN prepoaed to the S\ate Corpl ation 
Commiseion ot the S\ate of Virginia the dtaoontlauance of depot eerYtcee 
and taoilltlee at CU.ttoa, Ytrctnt.a; and 

lJU.SNUCH ae theae tacilitlea J'ep~~eaent the only conwaleat tnipt dl~toh 
an4 l"IOeptlon center foJ' the rea14ental aad W.lMea populations to tM 
•Jorlt;r of the Centl'ft'llle D11tnct of hlJ'faz Couat:r, Virginia; and 

IIASMUCB aa tM Clifton Station Aceat Mtntalna the only co!lftJd.ent !allvq 
Jxp~-•• Act~Ao7 aw.lla'bl• to the •Jority of the naidentS.al aDd 'bulineal 
populatlcma of the •14 Ctmtl"ftllle DtatJ>iat; and 

IIASMUCR •• the CUfton Station repnaenta the 01117 oomton ace 1 ~Uou 
ffl6 J)UHIIC8H val tlnc fOJ' tatn aemce which la Often dela.;re4 far into tba 
nlpt, aa4 \be Cllftoa wire ••moe s.a the onl7 a'Vallable S.nto.-t1on aei"Yice 
oa IUOh 4elqa OJ' on cb&D&e• 1n aemoa; aad fu:nher 

IIASMUCiaa 1'-.oval. of the" .._.,.ted ..moee and fao111t1ea voul4 wol'k 
ua4ue ba1'4ab1p oa lft:laiaeaaea nael't'lllc and 4181Stabinc &QOdll \bereat, aa well 
aa on Ne14ente of a larce ti'&Ct of adJaoea.t oouatJ7Wl4e ~ look to the 
al.Joeaq --.nt7 railway aentcea aa the OD.l7 conwnlent meua of ptblic 
t:raneponauoa to u.4 fi'Om the1J> hciMI; 

BE I'l' JOiri m:HDY D&JtVID \bat the state Oorpo:rat1oa Colalaalon of \be 
State of Y1rsin1& S.a .oat aer1ou•17 aD4 vpntly pet1 tt<mtMl to dtaappJQW 
aad prOhl'blt f!I.D7 CUJ'tallaeat of tacllltlH OJ' aentoea at the Clifton station 
of the South•ftlllalllftQ', a1 'betzac )W'e~tclal to the pubUc lnteNet of the 
citiaeu of the State of llrgin1&, aa:l ill oppoeltlOD \o the 8Pirlt of JN)Uc 
aemoe vl\h whloh •tel Southern Batlvq •• eatabllehed and built. 

AT'l'IS!s !we CoP7 of a naolutioa auth01'1.ft4 
b)' the tow Couaoil of Clifton, 'fll'liDia, 
in \he CentNVille metnot, County of 
Jla.ll'fu, all MOUII&J7 ... 'Mra belac pneent 
u4 '"'lac fol' .... at I],W01al aee\1118 
cODWilfMl 'bT the _,.or at the ClS.ftoa lbehouae, 
11 lwle 19,SJ. 

SIOIID -~~ 4r ~ 



Town Council Chambers 
7 July 1953 

The regular monthly meeting of theTown Council 
was CAlled to order by the mayor at 8:15p.m., 

_of Clifton, Virginia 
with the following 

members and visitor present: 
.W. Swam Elgin, mayor 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer 
R. R. Bu'kley, councilman 

W. Edwa.rd Detwiler, councilman 
Rue.l Fugett, councilman 

Calvin Millen, Clifton 
Mrs. Virginia Sweeny, clerk 
Volunteer Fire Department 

Mr. Millen presented the attached report of action taken at the 
hearing of the Virginia. Sta.te Corporation Commission at Richmond 
this date on discontinuance of services and facilities at the 
Clifton Station of the Southern Railway. Speeches by Mr. Millen 
and Stuart DeBell, and letters and petitions from Mr. Edwin Lynch, 
Mr. John Donovan, Centreville District Citizens Association, and 
citizens of Clifton and the Centreville District were presented 
in evidence against the proposed discontinuance. In view of whick, 
the facts presented by the railroad not being cl ear.ly proof of 
the contention that said station was operating at a loss, the 
judge ordered the Dase dismissed until presentation-of-furthe~ 
and more cogent evidence. 

Minutes of the regular meeting of ! June and of a specia.l m-aeting 
on 11 June were read and approved. 

The following bills were presented 
Town light&, June 
Town sergeant, June 
June 27 trash collection 

L. Foster Cabaniss 
Woodrow Lewis 

Town Treasurer, March-May 
Town Clerk, Ma.rch-M.ay 
Park benches (to Mr. Driver 

for Clifton School) -
payable from Park Fund 

Socia.l Security payments· 

and approved fer payment: 
$30.00 
40.00 

28.50 
9.50 

22.50 
15.00 

9.00 
4.73 

~t was moved and seconded that the Town Council have an extra trash 
collection July 25. Carried. 

The County Zoning Control Ordnance will be studied by Mr.Buckley 
who will report to the council at the next meeting. 

Mr. Buckley will find out the legal aspects of dog control laws; 
The Town Clerk was a.lso a.sked to write to Arlington and Fairfax 
Counties for copies of their dog ordinances. 

It was moved and seconded thRt venetian blinds .and screens a.nd a 
screen door be purcha.sed for the Council Chambers. Carried. 
Mr. Dttwiler was asked to take ca:ee of these purchases. It was also 
suggested that furniture be purchased for the chambers; members 
were asked to have by next meeting any suggestions they wished 
considered; 12 conference cha•rs, steel desk, etc. 



The treasurer reported a.s follows: 

Balance on hand 1 June 1953 
Disbursements, June 

Balance on hR.nd this ·d~lte 

$3275.54 
70.00 

3205.54 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it 
stood adjourned at 9 p.m. 

\ 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. Virginia Sweeny 
Clerk 

f ., 
l 

1 



4 August 1953 
Clifton Council Chambers 
8:20 p.am 

The regular meeting of the Clifton Town Council was c~lled to order 
lip the mayor's absence by acting chairman Ruel Fugett, with the 
fQllowing members and visitors present: 

Ruel Fugett, Acting Chairman Mrs. Elva Ambler 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer Mr. Calvin Millen 
R. ~ Buckley, councilman Mr. Basil Ambler 
W. E~ward Detwiler, councilman 
Mrs. Virginia. Sweeny, clerk 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read 8nd approved. 

The following bills were presented and appDved for p,-ment: 
Town lights, July $30.00 
Town sergeant, July 40100 
July trash collection: 

L. FoEter Ctbaniss ~XX~l8.00 
Woodrow Lewis XtX~I 6DO 

Sears Roebuck & Co.: for 
venetian blinds for 
Town Council Chamber 36.00 

Bill of lading has been received for the blinds, which should be 
received shortly. 

Mrs. Ambler requested that sidewalk between Ambler's store and 
the garage along Main Street be repaired. It w~.s noted that this 
work had already been ordered from the St:ate Highwa.y Commission, 
and payment made therefore It was further suggested that all 
sidewalks be checked for needed repa.ir work, and the mayor asked 
to contact the State Highway representative relative to prompt 
action on these. ' 

Mrs. Ambler also asked that the Town Council adopt the Fairfax 
County type of dog ordinance, so that dogs could be controled, and 
their nuisance value lessened. Mr. Buckley rea.d theFairfax County 
Ordnance. After some disccussion it was moved that this ordinance 
with changes be advertised in the Fairfax Herald two weeks previous 
to public hearing in Clifton. In the ensuing discussion it was 
noted th::~t the Fairfax Ordinance does not cover two points consider­
ed essential: penalty on nuisance value, and licens•ng of dogs. 
Motion was therefore withdrawn, and it was decided to obtain other 
such ordinances before final action. 

Mr. Ambler requested that the roadway in Dell Avenue be fixed where 
a washout has occurred in the middle of the street. It was noted 
that this work was arranged for previously, 9nd was supposed to be 
dome some time ago. The mayor will be a.sked to contact State 
Highway Commission to try to hurry the work; also to ascertain 
when work will be completed on covering manholes along Main street 
and other street work promised by Mr. Satterthwaite and Mr. Eichols. 
It was also requested that the matter of sharp curve in roadway at 
the Riorda.n property be discussed with them. 



The necessity for some regulation of shooting, partic~arly 
by minors, with~n the corporation limits was discussed. 

It was suggested that the Trial Justice be contacted to ascertain 
what ordinances he has on the record for the Corpontbn, and that 
a special meeting be called forlowing this contact, for the 
purpose of discussing possible codifica.tion of ordinances to 
fit present needs. 13 August a.t 8 p.m. at the Town Council 
Chamber was set for this purpose. · 

It was moved and sec ended that the attached proposed budget for 
1953~54 be posted for consideration and approval at the·next 
regular m~eting of the Town Council. Motion carried. 

mhere being no further business to come before the Council, it 
stood adjourned at 10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. C. P. Sweeny, Clerk 

APLb 
W. Swam Elgin, Mayor 
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··:., 
if August 1~53 
T"own Council Chambers 

A special called meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia 
was called to order by the mayor at 8:30p.m. with the follow-
ing members present: _ 

w. SWem Elgin, Mayor W. Edward Detwiler, councilman • Delsie Buckley, treasurer Rqel Fugett, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Virginia Sweeny, clerk 

Mr. Detwiler reported that the Trial Justice reports that he 
does not have any copies of ordinances of the Town of Clifton. 
The clerK was instructed to write to the rt-ial Justice Ot'fice 
'in Fairfax, c1 t1ng tn.& letter transmitting the ordinances as 
revised in 1936. 

It was moved and seconded that the Town ClerK draw up a dog­
control ordinance to be acted upon a1;. the next regul8.r meeting 
a.nd posted thereafter previous to enactment. Provisions of this 
ordinance were discussed, and simil:1.r act of Arlington County 
was read and discussed. Motion carried. 

It was moved and seconded that the Clifton Boy Scout Troop be 
allowed to use the Town Council Chambers when KKIKI~KXnot in 
conflict with Town Council plans. Motion carried. 

The purchase of furniture for the Town Council Chambers was 
further discussed, and it was decided to defer this until after 
the proposed FY 54 budget was adopted. 

The meeting stood adjourned by consent at 9:30p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. C. P. Sweeny, Clerk 

AP~~ 
W. Swem Elgin, Mayor 



L September 1953 
Town Council ~ambers 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was convened 
by th.e Mayor at 8 p.m., with the following members present; and one visitor: 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor lf. Edward Detwiler, councilman 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer lluel Fugett, councilman 
R. R. Buckley, councilman Mrs. Virginia Sweeey, clerk 

Mr. Calvin Millen, Clifton Fire Department 

Minutes of the meetings of 4 August and 13 August were read and approved. 

There was some discussion of the installation of sidewalk .from the railroad to 
Pope's Head Creek and from the Railroad up to the Presbyterian Church. This will 
be done by theState Highway D9pa.rtment if property owners along Main Street will 
furnish pipe for installation under the sidewalk. Mrs. Ruth Walford has signified 
her willingness to give footage for the sidewalk along her property to the Presby­
terian Church, and will contact Mr. Kenyon Mathers about right-of-way along the 
hotel property. The mayor will contact Mr. Archie Mathers and Mrs. Ions. Kuntz, 
the other owners of the hotel property on: this matter. Mrs. White has already ' 
signified her willingness to have pipe installed and to pay for the pipe along 
her property frontage. Mr. Eichols has promised-to put in all pipe whenever the 
concurrence of all property owners is received • 

.A.fter some discussion am.endments were made in the proposed FY ~ budget as shown 
on the attached copy. It w~s aoved and seconded that the budget be approved as 
revised. Motion carried. 

The matter of discouraging speeding aotorists and loiterers -- partieul.arl.y teen 
age children who have been causing trouble and disturbance by roaming the streets 
at late hours-was considered. The Council was infol"lled that Mr. Chamberlain, 
owner of the Clifton Gapge has offered to be of assistance in the aatter of 
controlling these loiterers and speeders in the absence of the Town Sergeant, if 
he should be named a Deputy Town Sergeant, serving without compensation. It was 
also suggested that a reward-for information on destrtction of public property 
aigbt be of assistance in inhibiting such vandaliaa as breaking of light bulbs. 
It was aoved and seconded that the Town Council offer a re~ar~tet•rMiitww 
DXUIXIDIB:InBXifi)iDIIDI6DiiiHJ'ft x:Daliiqxtwrlll• xa crwahullixnniUiR of 
$25.00 for information leading to the arrest and conviction of any person destroying 
public property. Motion carried. It was moved and seconded that 100 printed 
notices ~ purchased with the above reward offer, and posted in the Corporation. 
Motion carried. 

It was moved and seconded that Mr. Chaaberlain be appointed Deputy Town Sergeant, 
subject to the approval of the Mayor and Town Sergeant. Motion carried. 

The following bills were presented and dul.y approved for payment: 
Town lights, August $30.00 
Town Sergeant, August 40.00 
1Tash collection, August 

L. Foster Cabaniss 27.00 
Refreshment for Road Gang 

w. Swem Elgin 1.40 

Foliowing reading of a proposed draft of an ordinance to control dogs in the Town 
of Clifton, it was aoved and seconded that the proposed ordinance as drafted be 
advertised in the Fairfax Herald before consideration of its adoption at the next 
regular aeeting of the Town Council in October. Motion carried. Draft attached. 



The mayor reported that the State Highway Commission bad cleaned ditches and 
that manholi cowrs for Main Street haTe been ordered. 

The clerk reported that in answer to her .inquiry the office of the Trial Justice 
had replied that the revision of ordinances forwarded in 1936 were on fUe in 
that office. Further search will be made to ascertain whether copies or the hog 
control ordinance and aD.1' later ordinances were forwarded to the Trial Justice. 

Treasurer reported as follows: 
Balance on hand last month 

Taxes collected to date 
Disbursements August 

Balance on hand this date 

$124.75 
$1$1.30 

$3046.31 
XUXIJII 

$3019.76 

Clerk read a letter from the. Fairfax County ExecutiTe offering the services of 
the newly appointed County Fire Safety officer, prOTided local ordinances were 
adopted and authority given this official to enforce same. Lette:r:" was directed 
to be placed on file with no further action. 

Clerk read a letter rroa Bon. J. K. DonoTan stating that he had received from 
the RiclBond Judge sitting on the .Southern Railroad petition to remoTe the 
Clifton Station a statement of the financial balance sheet of the station; 
clerk vu instructed to write requesting Mr. Donovan to furnish the mayor a 
copy of the statement. 

< • 

'!'here being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood adjoumed 
.,~l.Q.,;p.a. 

Respectf.ully submitted~ 

{!~~ 
Mrs. ~. P. Sweefj-, Clerk 



Town Council Chambers 
Clifton, Virginia. 
6 October 1953 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia was convened 
by the mayor at 8 -p.m., with the following members a.nd two visitors nresent: 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor 
Mrs. Delsie Buckley, treasurer Ruell Fugett, councilman 
W. Edward Detwiler, councilman Mrs. Virginia Sweeny, clerk 

Mr. M. F. Smith 
Mr. Calvin Millen 

The minutes of the Sentember meeting were read and annroved. 

Following bills were nresented and duly annroved for payment: 
Town lights, September $30.00 
Town sergeant, Sentember 40.00 
Prince Wm. Elec. Coop. for 

bulbs and changer 
Fairfax Herald, advertising 

prondsed dog ordinance 
Social Security payment, St./Va. 
Salary, town clerk, July-Sen 53 
Salary, town treasurer, July-Sen 53 

70.68 

37.45 
4.73 

15.00 
22.50 

The clerk read the a-q-plication of Mr. Smith to tan drainage sewer in front of his 
newly-acquired :property for the nurpose of installing kitchen sink dre.in. It was 
the o-pinion of the Mayor and Council that said drain -oipe is under jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Dedartment, a.nd annlication should be made to Mr. Aichels; 
Mr. Smith was therefore referred to tha.t denartment for anuroval of his nlan. 

Consideration of the uroposed ordinance for controlling dogs was deferred until 
all members of the council should be present. 

Treasurer re-ported as follows: 
Balance last month 

Disbursements, Sentember 
ABC check denosit 

Balance on hand this date 

$3019.76 
98.40 

836.72 
$3758.08 

Mr. Millen sobicited sunnort of the council in a netition by residents of Clifton 
and vicinity protesting the sending of children from the Clifton School Di§~yict 
to schools outside the Clifton School District. A grou-p of narents ulans)to go 
before the Fairfax County School Board with this complaint, a.nd would like the 
Town Council to go on record as disauuroving the nra.ctice of the school administra­
tion in disrega.rding regulations of the Fairfax County School Board to the effect 
that all residents of the school district must send their children to the school 
in that district. The following resolution wa.s nro-oosed and seconded: 

Resolved: That the Town Council of Clifton, Virginia. go on record as 
favoring enforcement of the policy and regula.tion laid down 
by the Fairfax County School Boa.rd to the effect that all 
white children living wi thib. the Clifton School District 
territory should be required to attend the Clifton School. 

Resolution carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it stood adjourned. 

APPROVED: 
W,Swem El,gin,Mayor 

Resne~~~}Y -~itted, 

Mrs. krgi~~rk 



town Oouncil unamoer~ 
5 Novemot:tL' 1~:::>3 

'l'ne regular mont.hly meeting o1' t.ne Town Couno .il. ot' 01.11·t.ou, Va. 
wats conveneu oy l.ne mayoL· av 8 f.l•W• wit.n t.nt:: lu.u.ow1ng memo~;u:·..., 
present: 

W. Swem Elgin, mayor 
R. R. BucklJy, councilman 
w. Edward Detwiler, councilman 

• 

Ruel Fugett, councilman 
Mrs. Virginia Sweeny, clerk 

Minutes of the previous meeting were reAd and approved. 

The following bills were presented and duly appreved for payment: 
Town lighting $30.00 
Town sergeant 40.00 
Manassass Journal-Messenger 

printing reward notices8.93 
Special Hallowe'en Police; 

(It was moved and seconded that these be paid at the 
rate of ~75 per hour. Motion carried.) 

G. Brill 4.50 
L. Chamberlaine 6.00 
L. Crouch 7.13 
L. F. Cabaniss 4.50 
C. Smith 4.13 
H. Sutphin 4.50 
R. Padgett 7.13 

October trash collection: 
L. Foster Cabaniss 30.00 
J. Wells 10.00 

Clifton Volunteer Fire 
Department 500.00 
(It was moved and seconded that amount budgeted for provision 
of fire protection be paid. Motion carried.) 

Sears Roebuck & Clo for 
furniture 374.30 
(It W8oS moved rnd sec C't1cleo. t'lS:.t 6 armchairs pnd L~ 3icle chairs 
( Comfortaire BP-,nd) ':Je purchased from Sears TI.oebuc ~c & 'Jo. 
Motion carried. :.Il". '):Jt'liler ,.J<>s ~l.rt.(.Lurl.z;ed t.o complete 
thJ. s rur·etlase.) 

'rne u.LtH'k was instructed to inquire prices nf du.pl icat ing machine. 

Pendtng do~ u1•uinance was read and disC'J.ssed by paragrap'b::S. It was 
moved and seconded t:1at ordinance be adopted with changes indica-ad 
on attached copy. Motion carried. It ·:;:? "'! r:1oved and s9ccmded that 
this ordinance be made effective 1 December 1953. Motion carried. 
The Clerk was instructed to send copies to the 1'ri8,l Just lee R,nd 
the Town 3ergeFmt, awl Rl ~:;o to distribute copies to re sldents of 
Clifton. 

It was moved and seconded th!3t the State Highway Commission be 
requested to install drain pipe along Dell Avenue in a straight 
line with existing drain, parallel to the street. Motion carried. 

It was moved and seconded tha.t the Clifton Volunteer Fire Department'-~ 
be permitted to use the Town Council Chambers for sale of handicraft ' 
articles until next Town Council meeting. Motion carried. 

Approvei: ~w Respectfully submitted, 


